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Activities

e Sunday Bible Classes — 10:45am

e Wednesday Bible Study — 7:00pm

o Ladies’ Bible Class - Postponed until Jan 2023

e Men’s Bible Reading — Thursday 9:30am at Darrel
Clark’s, 325-3721

Potluck Lunch - 1st Sunday of the Month

3rd Sunday Combined Worship - December 18

Calendar of Events

Join Us Wednesdays at 7 pm for a topical study
of the people in the life of Jesus lead by Tim Driver

No Q Place meetings until January

3rd Sunday Combined Worship
TODAY, 6:00 pm at Aztec church building
(201 Ruins Rd, Aztec, NM)
Refreshments following

e TODAY: Chad Wagner
Update on African Christian Schools
and work in Nigeria. Lunch following

e December 25: No Bible class or
Children’s Church. We will meet for
worship at 9:30am.

e January 15: Mark Collins
Plans to church plant in Provo, UT

e February 12: Thom Moore
5:00 pm NMCCH Update

Mission Request

“Grandparent” Angel Tree is in the lobby
Please take a tag, purchase a gift, bring
unwrapped gift in gift bag back by TODAY.
Suggested gift ideas: Gloves, caps, blankets,
slippers, scarves, large print crossword’s, playing
cards, etc.

No candy please!!!
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Dear Friends

Yearly my family and the local church where | preach organizes
a get together for children, orphans and aged ladies. We have
been doing this for the past 5 years. The effects of COVID on the
lives of the people have given more reason to continue in this good
works.

Clothing, shoes and food stuffs are distributed to all the
participants and meals shared together while we sing and praise
God for His goodness and blessings. Pictures and reports are
always sent to donors.

This year, the events is scheduled on 24th December. Brethren
who wish to donate to this love cause are encouraged to send a
check to SIBI for Emmanuel Essien’s work in Nigeria. Tell us how
you want your funds used-_- clothing, shoes or food.

God bless,
Emmanuel

Daily Bible Reading
December 19 - December 25, 2022

Save the Date

NT oT
Monday Dec 19 Rev 8 Obadiah
Tuesday Dec 20 Rev 9 Jonah 1-4
Wednesday | Dec 21 Rev 10-11 Micah 1-4
Thursday Dec 22 Rev 12 Micah 5-7
Friday Dec 23 Rev 13 Nah 1-3
Saturday Dec 24 Rev 14 Hab 1-3
Sunday Dec 25 Rev 15-16 Zeph 1-3

Spiritual Explosion 2023
April 14-16, 2023
21st Annual Youth Rally
Riverside Church of Christ
Albuquerque
Get ready for a time of unforgettable fellowship
and spiritual growth for our youth!

Saints

It surprises me to find that the term “Christian” is used
only 3 times in the New Testament (Acts 11:26; 26:28;
1Peter 4:16). Followers of Jesus are called “disciples”
269 times, but this term is not used after the book of
Acts. The term “saints” appears 60 times from Acts to
Revelation.

This leaves me wondering why we have chosen to call
ourselves Christians. It's not the choice of the Holy Spirit.
When | contemplate the baggage associated with the
name “Christian,” it amazes me that we continue to use
it. | certainly wonder if we are being true to our motto to
speak where the Bible speaks if we ignore the other
terms given by the Holy Spirit to describe the followers of
Jesus.

| encourage us to use the term “saints.” It is the
translation of a word meaning “holy ones” (hagios). It
denotes people who have been separated from sin and
consecrated for the purposes of God. Saints are like
Mom'’s kitchen knives. She has separated them for
kitchen uses. My brothers and | discovered that
separated meant for exclusive use. We borrowed a few
knives for cutting fishing line, practicing our knife
throwing skills, and playing the knife game “stretch.” She
did not appreciate our inventive uses for her sacred
knives.

Referring to ourselves as “saints” could have some
positive results. It could change the way we view our
relationship with God. We might begin to see ourselves
as separated for His purposes and spend more time
performing the works of God such as proclaiming the
excellencies of God who called us out of darkness into
His marvelous light (1Peter 2:9). We may also avoid
some places and activities (Ephesians 5:3). Let’s be
saints—separated from the world and devoted to God.

Chuck Marshall
Farmington, NM



